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Ali Shah called for designs based on European architecture. What he got was the bastard style of architecture seen in such places as the pavilions in Rosherville and Vauxhall Gardens, at a date when those styles had become the laughing-stock of the satirists of Western Europe. The result is that most of the buildings erected in the middle of the nineteenth century are nearly crumbling to pieces, while the more solid and chaste architecture of the earlier Oudh rulers still exists and goes some way to redeem Lucknow from the charge of vulgarity, which has justly been brought against its architectural pretensions. If we take our stand on one of the four bridges that cross the Gumti river we shall see practically all the most important buildings of the city. The minarets of the Cathedral Mosque., standing out gracefully against the beautiful blue sky, lend that tone of delicacy to the outline wanting in the huge mass of the Imambara and the Rumi Darwaza. These three buildings form a picturesque group. A little further to the left may be seen the massive structure of the Residency, immortalised in the history of the Mutiny. It contains the tomb of Sir Henry Lawrence, bearing the simple epitaph composed by the hero himself:
" Here lies Henry Lawrence, who tried to do his duty.1'
A little further to the left again will be seen the domes of two mausolea, and behind them is the
Kaisar Bagh, which so well illustrates the debased